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COUNTRY POLICE STATIONS 

229. Mr M.J. COWPER to the Minister for Police: 

The Liberal-National government campaigned hard on law and order during the last election campaign. The 
government is tough on crime no matter where it occurs. Will the minister update this house on the Liberal-
National government’s election promise to reopen country police stations closed by the previous government? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

I thank the member for Murray-Wellington for the question. Obviously, he was very concerned, as were many of 
our country members, when, under the previous Labor government, we saw eight country police stations close. It 
really showed the Labor government’s commitment to law and order in the rural and regional areas. It allowed 
eight police stations to close. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The former Labor government allowed eight country police stations to close—that is what 
it allowed!  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Girrawheen! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Members on this side of the house have a much stronger conviction about ensuring that 
people who live in country areas and regional areas — 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Kimberley and member for North West! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: —are protected by our hardworking — 

The SPEAKER: Minister, please sit down. I know the member for North West is very passionate about his 
electorate but I do not need to hear about it all the time, thank you. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: When we went to the election, we promised to reopen country police stations and I have 
some good news for our country members and for our country constituents.  

Mrs C.A. Martin interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Kimberley! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Let me just say that, obviously, it is an operational issue; it is up to the Commissioner of 
Police to decide which stations are closed and which stations are opened. I was disgusted that the previous 
government made no attempt to convince the commissioner that some of those police stations that were closed 
should be reopened. 

Mr M. McGowan: How do you know that? You are making it up. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: If the previous government attempted to convince the commissioner, it was not very 
successful—was it, my friend? All those stations stay closed. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Given the great working relationship that I have with the commissioner, I have managed 
to convince him that we should at least open the three stations that are soon to be reopened. I am grateful to the 
Commissioner of Police for listening to me, because I was passing on the concerns of all country people, 
including country members. I am delighted to say that the stations at Cranbrook, Wickepin and Dumbleyung will 
be reopened. If members opposite ask why the five remaining stations will remain closed, I will tell them what 
we have been able to do. We have ensured through the commissioner that there will be an enhanced police 
presence in those areas so that the people in those areas can rest easy at night that the police will be out there 
doing their job and protecting the community. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Albany and member for North West! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I just say, Mr Speaker, that we on this side of the house — 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I ask the minister to take his seat. I know that the member for Albany can hear when he wants 
to. I call him to order formally for the first time. 
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I conclude my remarks by saying that I do my best — 
Mr F.M. Logan: Is this out of the police budget or your royalties for regions? 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I do my best when I am able to get a word in edgewise. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, members for Cockburn, Girrawheen and Kimberley! 
Mrs C.A. Martin interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I call the member for Kimberley to order formally for the first time. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am concluding my remarks — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I just want to say—if I am allowed to do so—that all the while there is a Liberal-National 
government, we will ensure that the public of Western Australia not only in the metropolitan area, but also in 
country areas will be well represented by our hardworking police officers; those people whom we respect. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Cockburn! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We showed that respect yesterday but, unfortunately, respect from members opposite was 
lacking. 
 


